Why international backpackers are flocking to this
bush care group
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Deep in the dunes along Point Plomer Road, a quiet revolution is taking place, one weed at a time.

On Tuesday, May 12, gathered at Waves Campground, the Crescent Head - Point Plomer Bush Care group
celebrated a milestone: eight years of tireless, hands-on conservation.

What began as a simple idea shared on the back deck at Wallum Cottages by Fred Andrews, Jane Jones, and
Pete and Georgia Watson, has blossomed into a formidable environmental force.

With the help of long-time volunteers Graeme and Tess Carrad, Peter Paine, and Richard, Kit and Anna
from Waves Campground, the group has helped to transform the coastline to impeccable standards.

Since its inception, volunteers have poured 2500 hours into protecting and restoring the delicate ecosystems
at Sunsets and Delicate Beaches, and the fringes of Waves Campground.
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A backpacker volunteer, Peter Paine and Tess Carrad tackle the bitou

bush. Picture by Lowen Taylor.

Meeting for just two hours on the second Tuesday of every month, this entirely volunteer-run crew tackles
the relentless tasks of weeding, debris clean-up and halting seed spread.

While the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) manages the region's large-scale regeneration, it's
the meticulous maintenance by these volunteers that truly saves the landscape.

"The amount of people that you see here today, this is more than we have to manage 50 national parks,” a
NPWS spokesperson said.

"So if you multiply what you are doing to manage this section of coast over 180,000 hectares, we would
never ever be able to do it all. It's never looked better."



Pete Watson on dune maintenance and bitou
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To support the cause, NPWS donates essential safety gear: gloves, glasses and much-needed bug spray to
tackle ticks, leeches and mosquitoes.

"l can't thank you enough because your efforts make our job so much easier,” the spokesperson said.

"For the local community that lives and works here as well, knowing that you've got that section of bush
looking the best it's looked for generations, is pretty astounding."

Amazingly, across eight years of bush-bashing, the group boasts a flawless safety record with zero injuries
and only a handful of fleeting snake sightings.

The group's primary targets are lantana, senna and the notorious bitou bush.

Originally planted in the 1970s to stabilise dunes after the sand mining boom, bitou is now a prolific "weed
of significance”, choking the coastline.



By clearing it away, the group has successfully coaxed native flora back to life, rejuvenating hidden pockets
of coastal rainforest.

The magic of the initiative isn't just in the soil; it is in the community.

Backpackers working at Waves Campground now make up a significant portion of the crew.

The crew celebrates eight years with cake and coffee. Picture by Lowen Taylor

For many international travellers, the chance to give back and foster a deeper, hands-on connection with the
Australian land is a massive drawcard, turning a simple beach stopover into a profoundly meaningful stay.

Esme, a traveller from Devon, England, said the bush care group was one of the reasons she decided to come
to Crescent Head and work at Waves.

"It was a real selling point for me,” she said. "Knowing that the morals and values of the people at Waves
and this community are so strong, and the efforts they put in... it's really nice to be a part of that and meet
like-minded people.”



